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Clothe yourself with patience! 
(Colossians 3:12) 

______________________________________ 
Don’t lose your patience! 
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Dear friends of the word, 

 
It was a moving moment at the end of the performance of ‘pieces4peace’ last year in 

Kamen when the 13 year old leading actress Fajir exclaimed:” George, this is the solution: We are 
brothers! We are siblings! There are no borders!” Fajir and George had travelled the world trying 
to find the key for peace. The found it in active brother/sisterhood. Later in the script it said: 
“Fajir gives George a big hug!” This scene proved to be problematic. It had to be practiced over 
and over again. Fajir is a muslin girl and George is a Christian boy, both came to this country as 
refugees.  The two leading actors meant to embrace each other in one scene, but in the first few 
weeks they couldn’t do it. Patience was needed –‘the patience of a donkey’ or maybe even: ‘the 
patience of a saint!’ For all the people who’d worked on this performance over the last few 
months it was therefore especially moving to watch this scene during the premiere.  
 

Dear friends of the word, how difficult it is to be patient with oneself and others. The 
german language uses the image of a thread or string of patience, which can easily snap when we 
are unsuccessful in something. This saying comes from the textile industry and points to an issue 
of balance. If the yarn coming of the spindle is fastened too tight, if it’s strained and overworked, 
it will snap. The accurate life-tension is needed:  neither too tight nor too lose! But how can we 
find this well measured patience? How can we learn to be patient? 
 

It’s good to understand that God’s patience in me is infinite; the patience of a saint! I 
might get lost a 1000 times; HE will give me the 1001 chance to start out again. His ‘thread of 
patience’ never snaps. Like the farmer who patiently waits for the land to yield its valuable crop 
(see James 5:7), God waits for me when I’m lost. His message is: Come back and start out 
again! 
 

Three steps can help us to learn patience: (1)Have the courage to halt the race for a while! 
(2) Recognize that God already has the patience when you are not allowing yourself to be patient. 
(3) Start again, with whatever has to be done at that particular time!  
          

Dear friends of the word, let’s learn to be patient with ourselves and others. “A 
patient person puts up with things until the right time comes: but his joy will break out in the 
end,” it says in the Old Testament (Ecc1:23). For the sake of joy it’s worthwhile to be patient. 
God never loses patience with you and so you can remind yourself: Don’t lose your patience! 
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